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mised by an unanimous agreement that a pro-
clamation should be issued "forbidding our citizens
taking any part in any hostilities on the seas with
or against any of the belligerent powers; and warn-
ing them against carrying to any such powers any
of those articles deemed contraband, according to
the modern usage of nations; and enjoining them
from all acts and proceedings inconsistent with the
duties of a friendly nation toward those at war."
Jefferson's scruples having been appeased by avoid-
ing the use of the term "neutrality/5 it was now
unanimously decided that Congress should not be
called. It was further decided that the French
Minister should be received. Jefferson and Ran-
dolph, however, were of opinion that he should
be received without conditions, while Hamilton,
supported by Knox, held that the Minister ought
to be apprised of the intention to reserve the
question whether the treaties were still operative-,
"lest silence on that point should occasion mis-
construction. " The even division of the Cabinet
on this point was in practical effect a victory for
Jefferson. The Cabinet was unable to reach any
decision in the matter of treaty obligations.
Jefferson held that they were still operative;
Hamilton, that they were "temporarily and